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CHAPTER 2—HUMAN INTIMACY, RELATIONSHIPS, MARRIAGE, AND THE

FAMILY
|

MULTIPLE CHOICE

1. Many people now expect their marriages to be a spiritualized union of souls as opposed to:
a. adult-centered.
b. child-centered.

c. fulfilling.
d. diverse.
ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: Introduction OBJ: 2

2. If defined functionally, the family is:
a. essentially universal.
b. astagnant institution.
c. the primary economic unit.
d. at odds with society.

ANS: A PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 3

3. A broad definition of family focuses on the fact that the institution controls:
a. the behavior of children.
b. intimacy and emotional development.
c. the acquisition of values.
d. reproduction and sexual interaction.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 3

4. According to the Census Bureau, a family is a collection of people who:
a. are linked through intergenerational ties.
b. function as an economic unit.
c. share exclusivity and longevity.
d. reside together and are related by birth, marriage, or adoption.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 3

5. The term the Census Bureau uses to describe a cohabiting couple is:
a. common-law marriage.
b. household.
c. nonmarital union.
d. family.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 4

6. Michael and Sabrina have been living together for two years. They intend to get married as soon as she
graduates from medical school. What term would the Census Bureau use to describe the couple?
a. household
b. domestic partnership
c. concubine
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d. nonmarital union

ANS: A PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 4

Richard Geles' definition of family notes that they are characterized by:
a. open communication.

b. emotional gratification.

c. structured positions.

d. strong commitment.

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

Which of the following questions would likely be asked by a researcher who has adopted Richard
Geles' definition of family?

a. Isthe marriage based on homogamy?

b. Who is the breadwinner?

c. Isthe couple in love?

d. How strong is the family?

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

The New York Court of Appeals said that family could be defined by focusing on all of the following
factors EXCEPT:

a. exclusivity and longevity.
b. financial commitment.

c. caring and self-sacrifice.

d. the sexual division of labor.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

In a national opinion poll, Americans were asked, "What constitutes a family?" Results indicate that
Americans:

a. believe that a family can only be defined as the nuclear family.

b. are very specific about who can be considered part of a family.

c. vary in the types of intimate relationships they define as a family.

d. are not interested in the definition of the family.

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

Ivan Beutler suggests that any definition of the family must include a discussion of:
a. place of residence.

b. exclusivity and longevity.

c. intergenerational ties.

d. sexual interaction.

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

In our modern and complex society, functions formerly completed by the family are now carried out
by other institutions. This process is called:
a. assimilation.
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b. differentiation.
c. diffusion.
d. complexion.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 5

The intergenerational ties bind a family in ways other relationships do not. Which of the following is
an example of those ties?
a. Sue and Tom divorced, but remain friends.
b. Fred changed jobs and now works across town. Fred and his former coworkers still have
happy hour once a month.
c. Kristy and Claire grew up next door to each other and had a sisterly bond. Even though
Claire moved away in high school, they were in each other’s weddings.
d. Timmy’s parents are divorced and he lives with his mom. However, Timmy still spends
Christmas with both sets of grandparents.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 3

The contemporary American family has full responsibility for:
a. economic production.

b. maintaining order in society.

c. supplying human replacement.

d. educating the young.

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 5

Why are modern couples more prone to divorce than in the past?
a. trouble fulfilling emotional gratification

b. ability to be flexible

c. adaptability of the family

d. problems socializing children

ANS: A PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 5

Cox and Demmitt believe that a free and creative society offers:

a. astable economic environment for minority families.

b. innovative welfare policies to protect pregnant teens.

c. plenty of opportunities for couples to meet and fall in love.

d. many structural forms by which family functions can be fulfilled.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Organization
OBJ: 5
The family consists of a mother, a father, and their children.

a. composite
b. consensual

c. nuclear
d. communal
ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 6
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The past decade was characterized by a rapid increase in the number of:
a. single-parent families.

b. extended families.

c. communal families.

d. polygamous families.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 7

The single parent family is the fastest growing family structure. The characteristics that have led to this

growth are represented by all EXCEPT:

a. growing up in a nuclear family.

b. the high divorce rate.

c. greater social acceptance of unmarried parents who keep their children.
d. atemporary period before the parent remarries.

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change

OBJ:. 7

A single-parent family becomes a family when the single parent remarries.

a. reconstituted
b. composite

¢. communal

d. consensual

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

A contributor to the change in the American family structure is:
a. the increased population.

b. ourincreased life expectancy.

C. urbanization.

d. higher infant mortality rate.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Which race/ethnic group has the largest number of single-parent families headed by mothers?
a. Black

b. Hispanic

c. White

d. Asian

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The new American family operates in a system open to many family structures. A problem with this
system is:
a. changing from one lifestyle to another with little permanence.
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b. being stuck in a rut or an abusive relationship.
c. little room for self-growth and social contribution.
d. feelings of entrapment.

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change

OBJ: 8

A person who is involved in a sexually exclusive relationship with his or her spouse is practicing:
a. polyandry.

b. polygamy.

c. polygyny.

d. monogamy.

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change

OBJ: 8

Cox and Demmitt apply the term to blended families because of the compromises being

made as children are shuttled from one home to another.
a. communal family

b. polygamous family

c. differentiated family

d. patchwork family

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Roberto has been married to Monica for fifteen years. This is an example of:
a. egalitarianism.

b. monogamy.

¢. communalism.

d. cohabitation.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The correct term for the marital arrangement which allows a person to have multiple spouses is:

a. monogamy
b. polygamy

c. polygyny

d. polyandry

ANS: B PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The definition of polygamy suggests that it is:
a. illegal in the United States.
b. aform of serial monogamy.
C. an egalitarian marital form.
d. synonymous with tribalism.

ANS: A PTS: 1
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REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

In some states, living together for a lengthy time without having a legal marriage ceremony is called:
a. polygamy.

b. communal living.

c. egalitarian.

d. common-law marriage.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Allen and Marie lived together for seven years without being legally married. The state of New York
eventually recognized them as a legitimate married couple. This is an example of a:

a. composite family.

b. common-law marriage.

c. blended family.

d. egalitarian family.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Polygyny occurs when:

a. awoman has multiple husbands.

b. nuclear families share a common spouse.

€. aman has multiple wives.

d. two or more men collectively marry two or more women.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Harold is married to Mary and Alice. This is an example of:
a. an extended family.

b. tribalism.

c. serial monogamy.

d. polygyny.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The term for the marital arrangement that allows a woman to have multiple husbands is:
a. polygyny.

b. tribal marriage.

C. group marriage.

d. polyandry.

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Nina is married to Joshua and Nicholas. This is an example of:
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a. paternalism.

b. aconcubine.

c. polyandry.

d. tribalism.

ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The ___ family consists of one or more nuclear families plus uncles, aunts, grandparents, and other
family members.

a. blended

b. tribal

c. consensual

d. extended

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The definition of extended family suggests that they are:

a. large.

b. maternalistic.

c. childless.

d. experimental.

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Many families living in close proximity as a larger clan are calleda ___ family.
a. tribal

b. communal

c. concubine

d. closed

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

A concubine is based on:

a. intimacy and commitment.
b. sexand reproduction.

C. economic cooperation.

d. extended kinship networks.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

In the paternalistic authority pattern, authority is vested in the:
a. extended family.

b. clan.

c. male.
d. elderly.
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ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Juan makes all of the decisions in his family. The term a sociologist would use to describe this
authority pattern is:
a. consensualism.
b. communalism.

c. tribalism.

d. paternalism.

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

In the maternalistic authority pattern, authority is vested in:
a. the female.

b. the oldest spouse.

c. grandparents.

d. the consensual family.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Janice controls all of the money and makes all of the decisions in her family. Her behavior is:
a. communal.

b. maternalistic.

c. polygynous.

d. consensual.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

In egalitarian relationships:

a. women are concubines.

b. economic survival is more important than affection.
c. power is equally divided between both spouses.

d. monogamy is devalued.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

When an important issue arises in their household, James and Yolanda talk about it and make a joint
decision. This is an example of:

a. communalism.

b. egalitarianism.

c. depth.
d. patchwork.
ANS: B PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8
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The term used to describe two or more nuclear families who share a common spouse is:
a. extended family.

b. tribal family.

c. composite family.

d. consensual family.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Group marriage occurs when:

a. an extra female sexual partner is recognized as a member of the household.

b. two or more men are collectively married to two or more women simultaneously.
c. many families live in close proximity as a larger clan.

d. two or more nuclear families share a common spouse.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Couples who live together in intimate relationships outside of legal marriage are involved in:
a. polyandry.

b. aconcubine relationship.

c. cohabitation.

d. polygyny.

ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

After Robert convinced her that he loved her, Joan moved out of her apartment and moved in with
him. They plan to get married when they graduate from the university. The term a sociologist would
use to describe this arrangement is:

a. concubine

b. cohabitation

c. nuclear family

d. composite family

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The reasons for America's remarkable tolerance of multiple forms of intimate relationships are mainly:
a. philosophical.

b. economic.

c. social.

d. psychological.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Today, family structure in America is flexible and private. The same is not true in China, where:
a. the government emphasizes the need for romantic love.
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b. the major functions of society are carried out by the family.
c. the communist economic system is maintained in the family.
d. the government enforces a quota of one child per family in urban areas.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

The principle of "change within continuity™ suggests that:

a. single parent families are becoming the dominant U. S. family.

b. high divorce rates have contributed to the decline of extended families.

c. the traditional one wage earner family has become the most prevalent family.
d. family change hasn't diminished the importance and desirability of family life.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

Comparing 1900 to today, we find that:

a. family permanence was higher in 1900.
b. family permanence is higher today.

c. family permanence remains the same.
d. family permanence was not measured.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

The divorce rate in a given year is about:

a. 20%.
b. 40%.
c. 50%.
d. 70%.
ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

The remarriage rate among divorced persons is:
a. extremely low.

b. low.

c. high.

d. extremely high.

ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

The majority of marriages in 1900 ended with:
a. alegal divorce.

b. an informal separation.

c. the death of one of the spouses.

d. anannulment.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
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OoBJ: 9

Early single-parent families were usually the result of:

a. divorce.

b. abandonment.

c. death.

d. poverty.

ANS: C PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

According to Cox and Demmitt, recent changes in family life appear deviant only when compared to:
a. changes taking place in other cultures.

b. what people were doing in the 1940s and 1950s.

c. middle-class lifestyles and marital forms.

d. biblical images of family life.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

Perhaps the biggest change in the American family has been the increasing acceptance of:
a. traditional family values.

b. various forms of intimate relationships.

c. parental divorce.

d. individualism.

ANS: B PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality

OBJ: 9

Because the Census Bureau , itis difficult to find official statistics on the percentage of couples

who are cohabiting as an alternative to marriage.

a. does not count cohabiting households

b. does not ask about the nature of a couple's personal relationship
¢. does not include same-sex cohabiting households

d. all of the above

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

According to the Census Bureau, what percentage of households with two unrelated adults are
composed of opposite sex couples?

a. 50%

b. 62%

c. 75%

d. 91%

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

Families are compared to “shock absorbers™ because they:
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control our sexual impulses.
last for generations.

protect their members.
socialize the young.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Family: A Buffer against Mental and Physical IlIness OBJ: 10

oo o

For a family to be a good “shock absorber” it must be:
a. encouraging of conformity.

b. medically sound.

c. economically stable.

d. healthy and strong.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 10

The family is a "hothouse" of intimacy because of:
a. America's sexual revolution.

b. the close interaction.

c. our changing attitudes toward divorce.

d. the return to traditional gender roles.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 11

In intimate relationships, feelings of security and self-esteem lead to:
a. greater conformity.

b. the selfish pursuit of happiness.

c. improved communication.

d. pluralistic attitudes.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OoBJ:. 11

Carl Rogers argues that the emotionally "maladjusted person is characterized by:
a. communication problems.

b. aweak ego.

c. unhealthy values.

d. alack of depth.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 11

Studies of well-being indicate that married men and women are:
a. not as healthy as divorced people.

b. happier and less stressed than unmarried.

c. about as healthy as widowed people.

d. just as healthy as separated people.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality



67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

OBJ: 11

Research findings suggest that improving marital quality over time is associated with:
a. smaller family size.

b. decreasing physical illness.

c. the shift to individual fulfillment.

d. patchwork intimacy.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 11

The feeling of being emotionally, intellectually, and perhaps physically close to another person is
called:

a. self-disclosure.

b. breadth.

c. intimacy.

d. reciprocity.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

Intimacy is based on all of the following components EXCEPT:
a. modeling.

b. choice.

C. reciprocity.

d. mutuality.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

Each time Maurice tells Jill that he loves her, she smiles and gives him a warm hug. Their behavior
illustrates the principle of:

a. reciprocity.

b. patchwork intimacy.

c. pluralism.

d. uniqueness within commonality.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

Which of the following is true of intimacy?

a. Intimacy can be developed in a six-step process.

b. Once developed, intimacy remains the same over time.

c. Outside social forces rarely impact intimacy.

d. Intimacy is something that must be built between two people.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12
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Keenan and Shana have been married for two years. They jog together, work in the garden together,
and are active bowlers. Their behavior is consistent with Biddle's definition of:

a. openness.
b. breadth.
c. depth.
d. mutuality.
ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12
means that people share true, central, and meaningful aspects of themselves.
a. Mutuality
b. Self-actualization
c. Depth
d. Breadth
ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OoBJ: 12
James feels comfortable talking to his wife Harriet about his problems. She feels the same way about

sharing her problems with him. Their behavior is consistent with Biddle's definition of:

a. modeling.

b. pluralism.

c. emotionality.

d. openness.

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

In Biddle's theory of intimacy, self-disclosure leads to:
a. increased vulnerability.

b. low self-esteem.

c. deeper levels of interaction.

d. reciprocity, trust, and delight.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
oBJ: 12

Kieffer extends Biddle's three dimensional model of intimacy by adding the idea of:
a. individual self-actualization.

b. shared occupational and home activities.

c. intellectual, physical, and emotional realms of action.

d. consensual sexual intercourse.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OoBJ: 12

The shift from family closeness to individual fulfillment has been attributed to:
a. geographical mobility.
b. cultural diversity.



78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

C. poor communication.
d. increased openness.

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

The term Kieffer uses to describe a person's involvement in several intimate relationships of varying
intensity is:

a. openness.

b. emotional communion.

c. breadth.

d. patchwork intimacy.

ANS: D PTS: 1

REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

According to Cox and Demmitt, the development of patchwork intimacy suggests that:
a. sex has become more important than intimacy.

b. some cultures do not place a high value on intimacy.

c. intimacy is more important to women than it is to men.

d. marriage is no longer seen as the only avenue to intimacy.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

According to Cox and Demmitt, if society is allowing each person to seek intimacy in ways other than
marriage:

a. we need to develop an ethic for intimates.

b. sex is the main ingredient in patchwork intimacy.

c. family values do not encourage intimacy.

d. society offers few opportunities for intimacy.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

The main avenue for socialization of young children is:
a. formal education.

b. the family.

c. radio and television.

d. the peer group.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
oBJ: 13

The process of acquiring the skills that we need to survive in society is called:
a. mutuality.

b. internalization.

c. socialization.

d. openness.

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 13
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A sociopath does not have a fully developed:

a. ego.

b. conscience.

c. id.

d. self.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 13

Cox and Demmitt attribute sociopathic behavior to:
a. social change.

b. genetic factors.

c. lackof trust.

d. inadequate socialization.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 13

The practice of learning by observing other people's behavior is called:
a. modeling.

b. reciprocity.

c. depth.

d. internalization.

ANS: A PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OoBJ: 13

The most significant models for young children are:
a. their teachers.

b. parents and other family members.

c. professional athletes.

d. peer groups.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 13

The most important reason for getting married in the United States and other modern western societies

is:

a. individual fulfillment.
b. sexual gratification.
c. conformity.

d. love.
ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: Unique Characteristics of the American Family
OBJ: 14

One of the American contributions to the mate selection process is:
a. the contracted relationship.

b. unstructured dating.

c. public kissing.

d. pre-marital sex.

ANS: B PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ:. 14
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Which of the following groups has the most members per household, on average?
a. White families

b. Black families

¢. Hispanic families

d. Asian families

ANS: C PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 16

The largest percentage of households in the United States is made up of:
a. married couples.

b. single parents.

c. people living alone.

d. cohabiting couples.

ANS: A PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 14

Which of the following historical events is credited with removing much of the economic production
from the family?

a. women's movement

b. Industrial Revolution

c. Great Depression

d. Civil War

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 15

Economically, today's family is primarily a:
a. consumption unit.

b. production unit.

c. distribution unit.

d. savings unit.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 15

The principle that states that people are attracted to others who share similar objective characteristics
such as race, religion, ethnic group, education, and social class is:

a. diversity.

b. intermarriage.

c. heterogamy.

d. homogamy.

ANS: D PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

With numerous familial groups, the United States is more like a/an than a “melting pot.”
a. old shoe

b. buffet

c. tossed salad
d. boiling pot

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16
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Which of the groups listed below has the highest median income for married couples?
a. Asian American
b. African American

c. Latino
d. Caucasian
ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

Which of the groups listed below has the highest percentage of children living in poverty?
a. Asian American
b. African American

c. Latino
d. Caucasian
ANS: B PTS: 1

REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

____are the largest minority group in the United States.
a. Latinos

b. African Americans

c. Asian Americans

d. Native Americans

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

The group experiencing the most rapid increase in its middle class is:
a. African Americans.

b. Pacific Islanders.

c. Native Americans.

d. Hispanics.

ANS: A PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

Much of the past literature on African American Families has focused on:
a. fertility rates.

b. poor families.

c. family strengths.

d. socialization patterns.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

Cox and Demmitt argue that the improved economic condition of African Americans is partly
attributable to:

a. liberal welfare policies.

b. civil rights leaders.

C. urban migration.

d. educational attainment.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

The Hispanic population has been growing at the fastest rate in:



102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

the Midwest.

the border states.
Northeastern cities.
sparsely populated states.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

oo o

Many Hispanics are not counted by the Census Bureau because they:
a. live inisolated communities.

b. hold dual citizenship.

c. enter the country illegally.

d. marry interracially.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

Recent Hispanic immigrants are deterred from improving their economic position because of:
a. lack of jobs and sufficient benefits.

b. lack of social support from the U.S. government.

c. lack of ambition and will to improve.

d. lack of schooling and English language ability.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

The most recent Asian immigrants have tended to:
a. lose their culture.

b. keep to themselves.

c. settle in southern cities.

d. exhibit the characteristics of weak families.

ANS: B PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

An example of recent immigrants to the U.S. that have become part of the American underclass are
the:

a. Laotians.

b. Chinese.

C. Japanese.

d. Koreans.

ANS: A PTS: 1

REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

The majority of American Indians live:
a. on reservations.

b. in government housing.

C. inthe southwest.

d. inurban areas.

ANS: D PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

American Indians in urban areas:
a. stand out in ethnic enclaves.



b. deny their tribal affiliations.
c. tend to be invisible because they are dispersed.
d. are distinct because of their style of clothing.

ANS: C PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 16

TRUE/FALSE

1. The most important change that has occurred in the modern American family seems to be from
adult-centered to child-centered families.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: Introduction OBJ: 2
2. Family science can be completely objective.
ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: Introduction OBJ: 1
3. As societies grow more complex, families assume primary responsibility for more family functions.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 3

4. The extended family has been one of the fastest-growing family structures during the past decade.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 3

5. Single-parent families tend to be temporary or transitional.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ:. 7

6. The single-parent family has been one of the fastest-growing family structures during the past decade.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ:. 7

7. Polyandry is described as a type of marriage where men or women have multiple spouses.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

8. The nuclear family consists of a husband, wife, and children.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 6

9. The greatly increased life expectancy in America has not had much of an impact on the family.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Affluence and mobility have led to alternative lifestyles and marital forms.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Most divorced people are choosing to leave not only their partner, but also the idea of marriage, by
choosing not to marry again.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

The Chinese government has a one-child quota for families in urban areas.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

As families become smaller, intimate relationships have become less intense and emotional, leading
them to become more fragile.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

No couple can act in an intimate manner all the time because intimacy does not occur in a vacuum.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 12

We know the number of cohabiting couples in the U.S. because the Census asks about the relationship.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OoBJ: 12

A family's reaction to social change is often more important than the change itself.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: Family: A Buffer against Mental and Physical Illness OBJ: 11

One of the functions of the family is to help its members interpret social influences.

ANS: T PTS: 1
REF: Family: A Buffer against Mental and Physical Illness OBJ: 13

Society would continue to exist without socialization.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OBJ: 13

Proper socialization would not help an individual overcome sociopathic tendencies.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: The Family as Interpreter of Society
OoBJ: 13

Family consumption is not an important area of expenditure in the American economy.

ANS: F PTS: 1
REF: Family: The Consuming Unit of the American Economy OBJ: 15

The principle of homogamy states that people are attracted to others who share similar objective
characteristics.

ANS: T PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

The United States continues to be known as the world's melting pot.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

The fertility rate for the Latino population is lower than the general population.

ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

Asian Americans are often perceived as a "model minority" because they are better educated.

ANS: T PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

25. American Indians living on reservations and in rural areas seem to fare better than those living in
urban areas.
ANS: F PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16
SHORT ANSWER

1.

Explain the process of differentiation and the impact it has on the family.

ANS:
Differentiation is a process whereby social institutions become more distinct and complex. Functions
once part of the family’s responsibility are now accomplished by other institutions.

PTS: 1 REF: Family: The Basic Unit of Human Organization
OBJ: 5

2. Examine the affect that increased life expectancy has had on the family.



ANS:
Marriages are lasting longer, fewer women die in childbirth, and more generations of family members
are alive at the same time.

PTS: 1 REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

Explain how affluence has made it possible to consider alternate lifestyles and marital forms.

ANS:

Affluence allows people to further their education, which exposes them to new ideas; brings mobility
to allow contact with new people and lifestyles; enables people to postpone adult responsibilities and
encourages experimentation; and has given rise to the media and the portrayal of various lifestyles.

PTS: 1 REF: The American Family: Many Structures and Much Change
OBJ: 8

What do the authors mean by the phrases "change within continuity” and "uniqueness within
commonality?"

ANS:
Everyone is aware that family life has changed. Yet, the central core of family life continues much the
same as it has for many generations.

PTS: 1 REF: Change within Continuity and Uniqueness within Commonality
OBJ: 9

Why is the family called the "shock absorber" of society?

ANS:
The family is a stable point or anchor in an ever-changing environment, and it provides the security
and acceptance that lead to inner strength.

PTS: 1 REF: Family: A Buffer against Mental and Physical IlIness
OBJ: 10

How have smaller families impacted the intimate relationships within a family?

ANS:
The intimate relationships have become more intense, more emotional, and more fragile. If a child
only has his or her parents to interact with, that relationship is crucial to development.

PTS: 1 REF: Family: A Buffer against Mental and Physical IlIness
OBJ: 10

Describe the relationship based on homogamy.

ANS:
People are attracted to others who share similar characteristics, such as race, religion, ethnic group,
education, and social class.

PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16
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8. Characterize Asian Americans as a "model minority."

ANS:

Asian Americans are better educated, hold higher occupational positions, and earn more than the
general U.S. population. Asian families generally tend to exhibit some of the characteristics of strong,
successful families.

PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

9. Why are recent Asian immigrants considered a part of the American underclass?
ANS:
This group is comprised of people who lack the social and technical skills to find and keep jobs and

thus experience more unemployment and poverty.

PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16

10. What are the consequences of the "fluid" nature of American Indian communities?
ANS:
They are networks of relationships that contribute to the resiliency and persistence but may also

contribute to its invisibility, causing a census undercount.

PTS: 1 REF: American Families: A Great Diversity of Types
OBJ: 16
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